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Cooperating Agencies: Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and County Boards of Chosen Freeholders. Rutgers Cooperative
Extension, a unit of the Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station, is an equal opportunity program provider and employer.
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RUTGERS

New Jersey Agricultural
Experiment Station

BLUEBERRY GROWER
FOOD SAFETY TRAINING

Wednesday, March 18t*, 2020
9:00 AM -4:00 PM

Register by 03/13/20

Philip E. Marucci Center
for Blueberry and Cranberry Research
125a Lake Oswego, Chatsworth, NJ 08019

$50 Lunch Provided

b Topics discussed will include equipment sanitary design,
e equipment sanitation, and environmental monitoring program.

REGISTRATION and event details at

RutgersOnFarmFoodSafety.EventBrite.com

Contact (856) 451-2800 ext. 1 KatieSi@co.cumberland.nj.us

Sponsored by The New Jersey Department of Agriculture (#5U18FD005877-04) and The National Addociation of State Departments of Agriculture
(#5U01FD005334 04) *Funding for this program was made posible, in part, by the Food and Drug Administration through grant PAR-16-137. The views
expressed in written materials or publications and by speakers and moderators do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and
Human Services; nor does any mention of trade names, commercial practices, or organization imply endorsement by the United States Government.*
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https://breeding.rutgers.edu/tomato-varieties/
https://breeding.rutgers.edu/scarlet-sunrise-bicolor-grape-tomato/
https://breeding.rutgers.edu/scarlet-sunrise-bicolor-grape-tomato/
https://breeding.rutgers.edu/
https://sebsnjaesnews.rutgers.edu/2016/04/whats-in-season-from-the-garden-state-revolutionary-for-250-years-the-historic-rutgers-tomato-and-its-re-invention/
https://sebsnjaesnews.rutgers.edu/2018/03/whats-in-season-from-the-garden-state-jersey-tomato-throwback-ramapo-tomato-50-years-as-a-home-gardeners-favorite/
https://snyderfarm.rutgers.edu/tomato-tasting/
https://snyderfarm.rutgers.edu/tomato-tasting/
file:///S:/Agriculture/Ag%20Publications/2020/March/Rediscover%20the%20Jersey%20Tomato%20program
file:///S:/Agriculture/Ag%20Publications/2020/March/Rediscover%20the%20Jersey%20Tomato%20program
https://breeding.rutgers.edu/tomato-availability/
https://breeding.rutgers.edu/scarlet-sunrise-bicolor-grape-tomato/
http://www.rohrerseeds.com/
mailto:jgamber@rohrerseeds.com
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Cornell University Survey on Food Safety and
Conservation Practices Used by Produce Growers

If you grow fruits,
or vegetables in the
Eastern US, please
fill out the survey

at

https://
bit.ly/2t6EQsO

You will be asked about your operation's farm management practices and costs associated with

these practices. The survey will focus on food safety, wildlife management, conservation, and
agricultural water use. The person most directly in charge of managing food safety should take the

survey, which takes 20-30 minutes. All responses will be kept strictly confidential. The first 300
respondents to complete the survey are eligible to receive a $15 gift card.
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https://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs1316/
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs1302/
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/fs1302/
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State of New Jeraey

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
HEALTH/ AGRICULTURE BUILDING
PHILIP D. MURPHY PO Box 330 DOUGLAS H. FISHER
Governor TRENTON NJ 08625-0330 Secrelary

SHEH.A Y. OLIVER
Lt Governor

February 5, 2020
Dear Grower:

The Director of the Division of Codes and Standards provided the attached letter that outlines the Uniform
Construction Code (UCCY’s fire protection requirements for seasonal farm labor housing, A summary of
the letter appears below, but please take care to read the entirety of the enclosed letter carefully. Please note
that these requirements do not apply to farms that provide agricultural labor housing on the property on a
year-round basis.

In Summary:

Existing pole barns, sheds or similar structures that are being used as temporary labor housing must meet
the requitements of the UCC Rehabilitation Code identified below, New buildings constructed for labor
housing must meet the requirements of the UCC for a new building.

When structures built for farm storage are being used as living quarters, this is considered a “change of use”
per the UCC. Utilizing a single-family home to house more than 5 unrelated people is also a “change of
use™, These buildings are classified as Residential Group R-2 structures and must meet the following fire
suppression requirements of the UCC Rehabilitation Subcode:

o The structure must have an automatic sprinkler system;

¢ The structure must have hard-wired interconnected smoke alarms;

»  No commercial cooking operations’ without an approved Type 1 hood,

¢ A fire extinguisher must be located within 50 feet of any point within the building;

» Bathroom facilities (temporary or permanent) must be within 200 feet of the structure.? ; and

¢ Hard-wired carbon monoxide (CO) alarms must be installed when a fuel burning appliance is
within the building or there are garage facilities attached to the building.

Structures built after 1977 with a valid Certificate of Occupancy for R-2 use do not require fire suppression.
Structures built after 1977 with a valid Certificate of Occupancy for any use other than R-2 use must have
an automatic sprinkler system.

' “Commercial cooking” has been defined as a person(s) cooking and serving meals to workers. In these
situations, a Type | hood is required over the stove.

2 This relates only to UCC requirements. All other applicable state and local laws and regulations must be
also be obeyed.

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer » www.i.goviagriculture
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Structures that were approved for residential construction prior to May 1, 1990 do not require fire
suppression, but those approved for residential construction after May 1, 1990 do require fire suppression.

For structures built prior to 1977 that are currently used as labor housing, the retrofit requirements of the
Uniform Fire Code apply if the structure was originally built and designed for housing. If the structure was
not initially intended for housing, a change-of-use is required, along with all of the aforementioned fire
suppression requirements,

Please note that all fire protection contractors working in New Jersey must possess the proper permits, A
list of permitted sprinkler contractors can be found at the following State website:
hitps://www.nj.gov/dca/divisions/dfs/pdf/contractor_certified_january 2020.pdf.

Page two of the enclosed letter addresses the process by which a property owner may apply for a variation
trom the UCC Rehabilitation Subcode requirements identified above. Variations may be granted when
compliance with the UCC would result in practical difficulty for the property owner. However, under no
circumstances will a variation be granted if it will jeopardize the health, safety, or welfare of the intended
oceupants, . -

As noted in the enclosed letter, compliance with the change-of-use provision of the UCC Rehabilitation
Subcode must be initiated by the beginning of the 2020 growing season. To be in compliance, property
owners must submit a “schedule of compliance” to the local code enforcement agency by June 1, 2020 that
identifies;

The date by which the property owner will receive proposals and estimates;

The date by which the owner will enter into a signed contract for the required work;
The date by which a UCC permit will be submitted;

The date by which the work will begin; and

The date by which the work will be completed.

¢ & e

A constryction permit must be obtained from the appropriate local authority prior to the commencement of
work on the property.

Progress inspections will be performed by the local code enforcement agency.

if you have any questions, please contact Monique Purcell by phone at (609) 292-5532 or by e-mail at

Monique, Purcell@ag.nj.gov.

Sincerely,

52 S A

Douglas Fisher
Secretary of Agriculture

t ! Dc
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