
 

 

 

 

 

New York City Parks

A Landscape of Call and Response: 
How New York Parks React to Climate Change 

New York City Parks have been transformed over the past century as needs for 
recreation, access, security and land management have shifted and evolved. In many respects, the 
changing landscapes of parks and recreation act as a visual indicator of the city’s interests, needs, 
and 
challenges, and might reflect social, cultural, political, and economic frameworks. Today 
environmental concerns take the stage, as both current and projected climate change pressures 
inspire new landscapes in New York City parks. 

This poster identifies six major themes for the climate change adaptive landscape design in 
the New York City park system. Using a case study approach, and fieldwork to photograph and 
diagram climate-adaptive design interventions, the poster showcases current environmental control 
and mitigation systems at work. Themes include materials, water management systems, energy 
production, resilience to major weather events, animal habitat and pollination, and equity/access. By 
comparing parks within the New York City system, and then finding common threads for 
climate change adaptive design, a series of suggestions for best practices is offered for review. 

FLOODING 

Large water retention 
areas: These built to flood 
areas prevent the unwanted 
flow of water through 
not only the parks but the 
joining streets. 

Levees: These large boulder 
walls bordering parks slow 
water movement and add 
height to the bank resisting 
flood waters. 

HEAT 
ISLAND 

Dense Canopy planting: Material variations: 
These dense plantings of Varying the materials of the 
wide leafed trees shade pathways and recreational 
the pavement and limit sun areas changes the paths 
exposure reducing the heat ability to transfer heat and 
absorption for the day. cools the ground. 

LIGHT 
POLLUTION 

GREEN 
SPACE 

WATER 
INFILTRATION 

Natural Light: Multiple Planting Walls: Large 
sections of the High Line Planted walls around the 
have clear views, through city provide a barrier from 
urban corridors, of the the lighting of the buildings 
Western skyline reducing and conversly the park from 
the required lighting during overlapping each other. 
afternoon hours. 

Dense preventative Green Roofs: The 
planting: Areas of dense introduction of Green 
prohibitive planting prevent roofs into the urban 
human movement from environment have reduced 
strategic portions of the site heat absorption and city 
to maintain the green space pollution in the last 6 
in the urban environment. decades. 

Water tolerant planting: 
The new focus on water 
tolerant plantings right at 
the shoreline has created a 
beautiful way of letting the 
land interact with the river 
in a less invasive way. 

Timeline of New York Parks 
Central Park Park acreage had Brooklyn High LineProspect Park Hudson River

increased from 14,000 Bridge Park CompletedCompleted Completed Park part 1acres to 34,673 acres. Completed 
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