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' l 'he 

acccptance of repti l ian hosts br '  ,Jcrlc.c mos-
q u i t , , t  s  l r a s  b e c n  o f  i n t c r e s t  t o  n l J n V  i n | c s t i g a t o r s .
Reyrt i ics have becn suggeste(l  as possible o\rcr\\ ' ln-
tc'r ing hosts of artroviruses and l in'r i tecl rcpti l ian
fcccl ing in l laturc has bcen suggcstcd b1' bart tralr
studics. Scveral obse rvations involvins Acrles
.tutddcnr;s ( l 'hcobalcl) fcerl ing on turt les ire found
in  t l i c  l i te ra tu re ,  bu t  rcp t i l i an  acccptance un< lc r
natural concl i t ions is not clear for most othe r
spcc ies .  Dur ing  recent  inves t iga t ions  in  southern
Nen' Jcrscr ' ,  Aedcs at lantiurs Dyar and Knab rr 'as
, , l r rc rvcc l  f ce t l ing  on  tu r t l cs ,

,1edes atlantiats has bccn reportecl from Ncu'

fe rse l '  (Heac l lee ,  r945)  bu t  i s  t l r . r l y  ra re l l '  encoun-
t,- ' rccl.  Larvae havc only bcen found in u'oo<llancl

l)()() ls late in the season fol lowing summer rains
anrl l ight trap catches have been minim:rl .  Rcla-
t ivcl.v l i t t le, thcrefore, is knorvn of i ts habits in
the statc. 

' fhe 
species is common in thc south-

clstern Unitcd States rvhere thc adult fcmales are
cr) l) t ic rvi th those ol Acdes tortncntor Dyar and
Kn:rb. The females have been clcscribed by Car-

l )cn te  r  anc l  LaCasse (  ISSS)  as  pers is ten t  human
l r i te rs .  u 'h i l c  Michener  ( r9+Z)  an i l  K ing  r r  a / .
( r96o;  s ta te ( l  tha t  they  b i t  scvcre lv  in  dav l igh t
hours, oftcn_ in open sunl ight.
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Reccnt observations in southern New |crsey
indicated that Aedes tttlantit'us rvill accept reptilian
hosts. Fol lorving hea"'1'  rains late in August,
numcr ( )us  tu r t l cs  bask ing  in  ra in  poo ls  rvere
obserr,et l  being attackeci by rnosquitoes. In al l  cases
,lcdcs tdnodrasrs rvas thc major species encoun-
tererl  but on thrcc separate occ:rsions, Aedcs at lan-
t i c t ts  was  a lso  inc lu r lcd .  On August  25 ,  1967,  3
specimctrs rvcre takcn frorn an castern box turt le,'f 

c:rrapcne curc.tltna carolina along r,vith t87 Aedes
t 'anadcr ts ts . ' I ' h rce  ar l< l i t iona l  spec imens rvere  in -
clurlcr l  rvi th 7g Aedes t 'anadcrsrs taken from a
spottccl turt le, Clcntnys guttatd on the same day.
Fcrur r lrrvs latcr, a single Aedes atlcnticus was
collcctct l  from a lrox turt lc lvi th tz6 Aedcs
cartad en,t i-r .

Onc of the scvcn r lcdcs tt l / t tnt ir 'as col lccted rvas
iu l l r ,  c l i . t cn t l c r l  l v i th  b lood.  Thc  spcc imen rvas  in -
c lu r lc r l  in  the  scro log ica l  tes t ing  program cur ren t ly
bc ing  cont luc te r l  on  thc  feec l ing  hab i ts  o f  New
ferscv nroscluitocs. J'csts incl icatecl that the speci-
rnen har l  taken i t s  b looc l -mea l  f ro rn  a  tu r t le  hos t .
,.lt'dc,; atlantictrs, thercfore, \\r:rs shown to be not
( )n lv  a t t rac tc r l  to  tu r t les  in  these observa t ions ,  bu t
capab lc  o f  tak ing  a  fu l l  b loo< i -mea l  as  rve l l .
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