Van Buskirk Island is located In a
transition zone hetween river and
ocean environments. This zone Is
demarcated by the dam on the
northern side of the island. Above the
dam there iIs no tidal influence and
Hackensack River remains a fresh
water environment. Below that dam
the situation gradually changes into
more brackish conditions towards the
tidal estuary extending south to
Newark Bay and the Meadowlands.
Here at its northern most point you
find little influence of salt water on
flora and fauna. But, as you travel
south, plant and animal communities
change drastically as they are more
exposed to brackish water.

ECOLOGY ALONG THE HACKENSACK RIVER
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HACKENSACK WATER COMPANY

Watershed of Hackensack River
above New Milford Pz.z.-"n-zpifng Station

ABOUT THE WATERSHED

The Water Works complex was the collection and
elivery point of the Hackensack River’s precious
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atural resource, water. The watershec

Hackensack Water Works extends fromnr

New Jersey to New York State, w
directs all draining water througl
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light blue =
no tidal influence

dark blue =
tidal influence
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CANOE LAUNCH

Canoeing 1910

RIVER CORRIDOR

Black-Crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax

Eastern Painted Turtle Chrysemys picta picta

Little Brown Bat Myotis lucifugus

LOCAL ECOLOGY

Phragmites australis

Watershed Map: United Water

Hackensack Regional Diagram: Rutgers

Canoe Launch Diagram: Rutgers

Historic Photo (Canoe): Bergen County (Lantern Plates D)
Heron: William Lynch - Rutgers

Turtle: James Petranka - University of North Carolina at Ashville
Bat: Timothy Carter - Ball State University

Phragmites: Rutgers

Upstream Hackensack River: Rutgers

Upstream Hackensack River
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