HISTORY OF THE HACKENSACK WATER WORKS

AND VAN BUSKIRK ISLAND IN ORADELL

The New Milford Plant of the BEG'NN'NG CONSTRUCT'ON AND WORK

Hackensack Water Company opened
on Van Buskirk Island in 1882.

The facility supplied the clean
drinking water that allowed Bergen
County to develop and prosper.

The buildings and supporting
storage reservoir system were
expanded a number of times.

This treatment facility operated
continuously until 1990.

INDUSTRIAL ARTIFACTS

“I can remember
witnessing three of the old
Allis-Chalmers steant
engines at New Milford
working in harmony to pump
1 out water in the summer...
N, There was a melodious type
=% of rumble through the plant
" that always reminded me of
Jules Verne’s "Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under
. the Sea" and Captain Nemo
. ~when you looked at those |
~pumps. That’s what | would \
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In 1993 the Hackensack Water
Company donated Van Buskirk
Island and the company’s 19th and
20th century buildings to the
County of Bergen.

A___ think-when.] was just a
“==young kid looking at them.
= It was just unbelievable.”

For almost two decades ideas and
plans for what to do with the island
and the buildings were debated and
argued. Now, a meeting of the minds
of all parties involved — neighbors,
towns, officials, conservationists and
preservationists — Is emerging.

The way to the future beneficial use of
Van Buskirk Island County Park is on
the horizon.
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THE PUBLIC
CHARRETTE

On November 14, 2009,
32 Oradell and New Milford
residents met with experts
and officlals to share ideas,
concerns and create visions
for the future of the
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CONVEYED 10 THE

HACKENSACK WATER COMPANY

"REORGANIZED
BY
JACOB VANBUSKIRK JR & HENRY VANBUSKIRK
AT -
NEW MILFORD BERG EN €O, N, J

Hackensack Water Works and the
Island. They represented

a broad spectrum of ages,
backgrounds, Interests and

e L e UL s s e | RESEARCH expertise. D.ivergent.views
' By the mid-twentieth century, the Hackensack Water Company had extensive chemical laboratories, $Set?dggia;;ver§§;25|odnusr.in this
W L SR employing a large team of scientists to constantly analyze and monitor the water, and to also develop all-day meetﬁ]g continue t% ouide
i | and improve the filtration and purification processes. Their tasks included monitoring bacteria in the

the on-going design process.

water and the levels of chemicals used to treat the water. These most-modern of labs were said to have
set new standards of excellence in water filtration systems.

Historic Mill: Oradell Library

Historic Map of Van Buskirk Island: United Water

Section (Collector Block Details): John Bowie Associates and Jane Mork Gibson "The New Milford Plant of the Hackensack Water Company, Historic Structures Report," 1998
Bags being dropped off on canvas apron on upstream side of cofferdam to cut off flow through sheeting: United Water

Historic Photo (Water Works, Bird's Eye): Bergen County (Lantern Plates, 54)

Historic Photo (Man and Woman Research): Bergen County (Lantern Plates, 61)

Historic Photo (Table with beakers): United Water

Historic Photo (Man Listening): Bergen County (Lantern Plates, 58)

Pump No. /: www.job-journalistenbuero.de
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Public Charette (photos outside/inside): Rutgers GGS COMMUNICATION, LLC www.ggsc.info




